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IV ~ — -» 7^ ^^^^^^^ ^ : tab 

' — " hp nflVBL t0 evolve an inventive step (to be nou obvious), or to be 

i The ouesttons whether (he claimed invention appears! * .be novel, to mvo.ve an 
tadSsSany applicable have not been examined in respect oft 

n the entire international application. 

|3 claims Nos. ^ ' 



are so inadequately supported 

the claims, or said claims Nos. . 



□ KTs^n^nTaningntl opinion could be iom*d. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 1=15. 



" — ~ ~ t v„ ^-irf out due to the Mure of (be nucleotide and/or amino acid 
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[totemattonal eppncatian No - 
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Continuation o£ 111 



„. M t^U*«»t C£ opinio »itb regard to novelty, 
inventive step «nd industrial applicability 

Keference is mede to the fact that claims for inventions 
£or which no internationa! search has been conducted 
clot ha the subject of an internationai preliminary 
examination (PCT Role 66.1(e)). 

». ourrent claim. 1-1S relate to an inordinately large 
number of possible compounds, of which only a 
^portion are supported by the description withrn the 
Lning of PCT article 6 and/or can be regarded a havxng 
Teen disclosed in the application within the waning of 
P r*rticle S. m the present case the claims lack the 
proper support and the application lac*, t* , re^t. 
olseloeure to such an extent that it does not appear 
possible to carry out a meaningful search covering the 
entire rang, of protection sought. The 

therefore directed to the parts of the claim that appear 
to be supported and disclosed in the above sense namely 
the parts relating to the compounds as indicated in the 
emb odlments, including closely relsted homologous 

. ™i« chose compounds have been 
compounds. Consequently, only those CP 

Beached in which L is an amide function and X is a group 
" selected from -P0(0H>2, -PO(OH) (OR). -0PO(0H> 2 or 
-OPO (OH) (OR) - 
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V ritatioL «u»d explanations supporting aicl, statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



23, 24, 26-29 



16-22, 25 



23, 24 



16-22, 25-29 



16-29 



Claims 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-4 202 70S (NEWELL, RICHARD G ET AL) 13 May 1980 
(1980-05-13) 

D2 - WO 98/295B0 A (METALLGESELLSCHAFT AG; JAEHNE EVBLIN 
(DE ) ; SEBRALLA IARS (DB) , BRAM C) 9 July 1998 (1998- 
07-09) 

1 The present application does not satisfy the 

requirements of PCX Article 33(1) because the subject 
matter of claims 16-22 is not novel within the 
meaning of PCT Article 33(2) . 

l.l. Document Dl discloses (the references in parentheses 
are to Dl) the use of compounds of formula R*-S0 3 - 
N(R1)-R2-P03M2 for the anticorrosion treatment of Al 
(claims 1-4) . Preferred compounds include 11- (N- 
ethylperfluorooctanesulfonamidejundecanpnosphonic 

acid and 6- (N-methylperf luorobutanesulf onamido) 
hexanephosphonic acid (column 2, lines 37-40). The 
treatment agent contains one or more of the compounds 
aixd a solvent or solvent mixture (column 4, lines 36- 
49) . Therefore, the subject matter of claims 16-22 
and 25 is not novel. 
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Internationa] application No. 
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1.2. Reference is made to the fact that claim 22 is not 
clear. The word -or" is apparently missing between 
"Z l " and "at least". 

2 The present application does not satisfy the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) because the subject 
matter of claims 26-29 does not involve an inventive 
step within the meaning of PCT Article 33(3) . 

2 1 The preparation of compounds in which a metal is 

first treated with compounds with reactive end groups 
is a matter of conventional practice in the present 
field of activity (see e.g. D2, page 6, final 
paragraph to page 7, first paragraph) . A pre- 
treatment such as is claimed in claim 29 is known 
from document Dl (column 4, lines 34 and 35, example 

9) . Therefore, the subject matter of claims 26-29 

does not involve an inventive step. 

The features of dependent claims 23 and 24 do not 
emerge from the prior art in a manner that is obvious 
to a person skilled in the art. Therefore, the 
subject matter of claims 23 and 24 involves an 
inventive step- 

4 The present invention is considered industrially 
applicable because it can be used in the field of 
surface treatment. ^ . 



3. 
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